
 

 

Everybody can be great. Because anybody can serve. You don't have to have a college degree to serve. You don't 

have to make your subject and your verb agree to serve.... You don't have to know the second theory of 

thermodynamics in physics to serve. You only need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by love.  

~ Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Dear Parents,  

On the 50th anniversary of Dr. King’s passing, I would like to focus my principal’s letter this month 

on the importance of service towards others. Our students’ participation in several service 

activities further demonstrates our emphasis on giving back to others and our community at large. 

We understand the importance our community places on family and service to others. As children, 

we likely dreamed of being famous . . . being president, a Broadway star, or breaking home run 

records — that is, having our names in lights or in the history books. However, as we moved into 

adulthood we began to realize that in addition to being successful, the true exemplars in our lives, 

the real heroes, are often unsung ordinary people who do caring, humble deeds on a daily basis or 

extraordinary acts unseen by others.  

Real heroes are parents working two jobs to provide for their children’s education, firefighters 

risking their lives responding to a blaze, the police responding to an armed robbery in progress, 

volunteers at the church food line regardless of the weather, pedestrians who always dig into their 

pockets when a vagrant asks for assistance, young children who empty their piggy banks when they 

learn that less fortunate children are hungry, and the teachers who provide extra-help to students 

far beyond their contractual requirements. We understand that heroes are people who help move 

the world along through the tiny pushes of kindness and (often) unseen sacrifice.  

This is the message we share with our students. In addition to being financially successful, we want 

our children to be people of value…honest, caring, and respectful, who ultimately make a positive 

difference in the lives of others, one little push at a time.  

Best wishes,  

Dr. Peter Osroff, Principal 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  m e s s a g e  
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I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

MAY 
May 1-2 

NYS Math Assessments 
 

May 2 

Student/Parent  

2018-2019 Sports  

Informational  Mtg. 

(current grade 6-8) 

7 PM @MS 
 

May 14 

Spring Concert 

(Orchestra/Early  

Morning Jazz/Guitar) 

7 PM@ MS 
 

May 16 

ABC Expo Parent  

Open House 

6:30 PM—8:30 PM @MS 
 

Grade 8 

Art Reception 

7 PM@MS 
 

May 21 

MS PTA Mtg.  

& Thank you Breakfast 

9:30 AM@ MS 
 

May 25 

Snow Make-Up Day 

School in Session 
 

May 26 

Memorial Day 

No Classes 

Memorial  Day Parade 

10 AM 

 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 

HOMEWORK ON THE WEB  

 Please remember that your child's homework assignments are available on teacher web pages. 

If your child is ill for more than three school days, all requests for worksheets or class work must be 

made through the guidance office (478-3020). Please use the web for homework assignments or have 

your child contact a classmate for absences of three days or 

less. In the instance of any absence, parents and stu-

dents should NOT email teachers directly to gather 

assignments. This request can only be made through 

the guidance office.  

ILLEGAL ABSENCES  

 Please do NOT request your child’s work from teachers prior to an illegal absence. Upon his 

or her return to school, it is the student’s responsibility to gather assignments from the 

teacher and to make up assignments. In addition, make-up exams will not be given for illegal 

absences.  Absences for extending family vacations are illegal under New York State law. 

Legal (“Excused”) absences include illness of the child or immediate family member (family emergency), 

religious observance, inclement weather, or a school visit.   A floor grade of “55” will be entered for 

quizzes/exams/projects missed due to  “unexcused” (illegal) absence. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETINGS AND BUDGET VOTE! 

 Garden City Public Schools Board of Education and district administration encour-

age Garden City residents to attend its upcoming public meetings to offer input during the 

budget formulation process. All meetings are held at Garden City High School at 8:15 p.m. 

May 8 Board of Education Work Session/Budget Hearing 

May 15 
Budget Vote 6 AM– 9 PM 

8:15 p.m. Board of Education Meeting 

STUDENTS’ PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL CONCERTS 

 Students participating in school concerts will have homework postponed for 

one day.  When reasonably possible, teachers will not schedule an exam/quiz the day 

after a school concert.  It is the student’s responsibility to let the teacher know (at least 

one day) in advance if he or she will not be taking an exam the day after a concert.  

There will be one, teacher-determined make-up date for the postponed test.  The student should 

not miss class time to make up a missed test. 



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

NEW YORK STATE ASSESSMENTS  

    Students in grades 6,7,8 will be taking the New York State Math Assessment May. Students 

should be prepared with several sharpened no. 2 pencils for all exam days and a calculator. 

Math Assessment 
May 1st Book 1 

May 2nd Book 2  

Makeups May 3rd, 4th and 7th  

(if necessary)  

ALGEBRA COMMON CORE REGENTS EXAM REVIEW CLASSES 

 Review classes will be held on May 22, May 29, and June 5, 2018.  The session time is from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  The 

review classes are optional.  Students can arrive late to a session after an athletic event or some other school activity.  

Greetings Family and Friends! 

The Anti-Bullying Club invites you to this year’s                   

UNDER THE SEA EXPO OPEN HOUSE 

WHEN:  May 16, 2018,  6:30 PM—8:30 PM  

WHERE: Garden City Middle School library 

The way to get started is to quit talking and begin doing.  
~Walt Disney   



FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE  

Date Exam 

May 23 Grade 8 Science  (Performance Test) 

May 30 Earth Science Regents (Performance Test) 

June 4 Grade 8 Science (Written Test) 

June 12 
Math Final Exam 

Algebra Common Core Regents 

June 13 Social Studies Final Exam 

June 14  
Science Final Exam 

Earth Science Regents (Written Test) 

June 15 English Final Exam 

June 18 FLACS  Exam  

I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 

 

        As indicated in the Parent Handbook, all eighth-grade, World Language students are    

required to take the FLACS Checkpoint A Exam in either German, Italian, or Spanish in 

June.   The student must pass both the course and the FLACS exam in order to receive one (1) 

high school credit.   Since there is no make-up for the FLACS exam, it is imperative that your 

child be present for the exam which will be administered on Monday, June 18, 2018.   Please 

note: As these courses provide students with one (1) high school credit, the final 8th grade aver-

age and credit will appear on the student’s high school transcript, and it will be included in the 

calculation of the student’s high school grade point average (GPA).   

        Should you have any questions, you may call Mrs. Ingoglia, eighth grade guidance counse-

lor or Mr. Giacalone, 6-12 World Languages Coordinator (478-2087). 

  

Thank you, 

Peter J. Giacalone 

6-12 World Languages Coordinator 

WORLD LANGUAGE EXAM DATES 

MAY 14, 21, 22, 24, 25  8th GRADE FLACS SPEAKING TESTING   

MAY 30, 31                6th GRADE - LISTENING  

JUNE 4 and 5  6th GRADE- MULTIPLE CHOICE AND WRITING 

MAY 29, 30, 31  7th GRADE SPEAKING 

JUNE 1 7th GRADE LISTENING 

JUNE 4 7th GRADE READING  

JUNE 5 7th GRADE GRAMMAR 

JUNE 6 7th GRADE WRITING 

JUNE 8  6th and 7th GRADE MAKE-UPS 

JUNE 18 8th GRADE FINAL EXAMS 



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

         THE NEW YORK STATE GRADE 8 INTERMEDIATE LEVEL SCIENCE TEST 

             Grade 8 Science Performance Test: May 23, 2018 Grade 8 Science Written Test: June 4, 2018 

          Students enrolled in Science 8 will be taking the New York State Grade 8 Intermediate Level Science Test, which 

assesses the level of mastery students have achieved in science between grades 5 and 8. The test includes two parts taken 

over two different days. The first part of the test, Grade 8 Science Performance Test, will be administered on Wednesday, 

May 23, 2018. The second part, Grade 8 Science Written Test, will be administered on Monday, June 4, 2018. 

          The Performance Test will assess students’ lab skills and concept application. It consists of hands-on tasks set up at 

three stations. Students will be given step-by-step instructions and questions to answer as they work at each station. They 

will have 15 minutes to complete the tasks at each of the three stations. Students need to bring pens and pencils for the 

test; everything else will be provided. 

          The Science Written Test will assess students’ content knowledge and application. It includes multiple choice, short 

answer questions, and extended written responses in which students will be asked to interpret charts, draw graphs and 

diagrams and apply their knowledge and skills to real-world situations. Students need to bring pens, pencils and a non-

graphing calculator for the test. They have two hours to complete the test. 

 

Click her for more information.  FAQs about the test. 

 

                                        PHYSICAL SETTING: EARTH SCIENCE REGENTS EXAMINATION 

   Earth Science Regents Performance Test: May 30, 2018 Earth Science Regents Written Test: June 14, 2018 

         Students enrolled in the Earth Science course will be taking the Earth Science Regents examination. The test has two 

parts that are administered on two separate dates: the Laboratory Performance Test (Wednesday, May 30, 2018) and the 

Written Test (Friday, June 15, 2018). The Laboratory Performance Test includes a number of hands-on tasks to be com-

pleted at separate stations. The Written Test includes multiple-choice questions and constructed-response questions. Stu-

dents should bring a non-graphing calculator, pens, pencils and a ruler to the test. The Earth Science Reference Tables will 

be provided during the exam. Students will have three hours to complete the exam. 

         If a student misses the Laboratory Performance Part of the test (and we offer make-up dates) the student will get 0 

points for this part of the test but he/she will be allowed to take the Written Part. If a student misses the Written Part of 

the test (for any reason), he/she cannot get the credit for the course. Missing the test as a result of an unexcused absence 

will negatively affect the student’s grade for the year. There is no make-up for the Written Part of the test in June. The 

final grade for the course as well as the grade for the Earth Science Regents examination are recorded on the high school 

transcript and are counted into the student’s grade point average (GPA), which is then provided to colleges. 

       To better prepare students for the Earth Science Regents examinations, Garden City Middle School will offer three 

after school review sessions.  These classes are not mandatory. Students do not need to register and can attend one, 

two, or all three of the sessions.  Different parts of the curriculum will be reviewed at each.  Students should report direct-

ly to the Middle School Auditorium on the following dates and times: Thursday, May 24, Thursday, May 31 and 

Thursday, June 7 from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.  

 

Click here for more information.  FAQs about the test. 

https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=7696
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/default.aspx?PageID=7683
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CONGRATULATIONS STUDENTS! 

Garden City Middle School launched two new initiatives last year with its “Kindness Counts” and 

“Student of the Month” award presentations. The “Student of the Month” award is presented to one student per 

academic team (grades 6,7,8) each month for outstanding work, dedication, and achievement.  This award is for 

students who stand out amongst their peers. Students may be nominated for academic achievements, showing great 

improvement, hard work, and/or helping a peer, etc. Students are nominated for the “Kindness Counts” award 

when they are caught in the act of committing a random act of kindness.   Below are the recipients for the month of 

March . 

Kindness Counts 

Diego Cadavid 

Julian Hinck 

Isabella Yorke 

Lara Yildiz 

Molly Dougherty 

Andrew Fuoco 

Kennedy Wilgosz 

Natalie Greiner 

Kylie Brunning 

Patrick Bohn 

Student of the Month  

Charles Ambach 

Shujin Chen  

Caitlin Donovan 

Emmet Duffy 

Renee Gollisz (NOT PRESENT FOR PHOTO) 

Brigid Hegarty 

Riya Katriya 

Martin Morgan 

Philip Price 

Molly Psaki 

Arden Sanossian 

Victoria Williams 



 
This month in Homebase, students: 

 worked diligently on finishing sculptures for the ABC Sculpture Contest, Be a “SEA”rious Leader.  

Sculptures are created to replicate an under the sea “voyage.”  The scene should also encompass a va-

riety of upstander strategies, which can include: 

L: Leave No One Out 

E: Empower Yourself 

A: Amuse with Humor 

D: Distract the bully 

E: Enlist Help 

R: Rumors Stop with You 

S:Support the Victim 
 The first place winner (the entire class) will receive a FREE PIZZA PARTY! 

 Second and third place winners (the entire class) will receive a FREE DONUT or BAGEL PARTY! 

PAY IT FORWARD 
     Congratulations to sixth grade student, Kate          

Pogozelski!  Kate won a Dunkin’ Donuts  gift 

card for her creative design for the 2018 Pay It 

Forward t-shirt!   

   

 These grade 7 students, among others, participated 

in a  Community Outreach program at The Cathedral of St. Paul.  

Students made sandwiches, and along with water, fresh fruit , and 

coffee, distributed them to homeless individuals.  

You can dream, create, design and build the most wonderful place in the world, 
but it requires people to make the dream a reality.  ~Walt Disney 



 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL PTA NEWS  APRIL 2018 
 

UPCOMING MIDDLE SCHOOL PTA MEETING 

THANK YOU BREAKFAST 

--- Monday, May 21, 2018 9:30 a.m.  Auditorium --- 
Updates from the PTA & Middle School Counselors & Dr. Osroff 

Feature Presentation from Theresa Busche of the  LI Crisis Center  
“How To Recognize A Child In Crisis” 

This is our last PTA Meeting of the school year! 

 
Staff Appreciation Luncheon 

Middle School Staff Appreciation Luncheon will be Thursday, May 24, 2018 
Sign-Up Genius for Donations will be emailed in May! 

 
2018 Budget Vote 

Remember to cast your VOTE 
 Tuesday, May 15, 2018 - Polls open 6 a.m. - 10 a.m. 

At the Garden City High School 
 

Spring Sportswear Sale 

Click HERE to order 
Last day to order is May 1, 2018 

Orders can be picked up with School Supplies on 
 Saturday, June 2, 2018 at 9 a.m. - 12 noon @GCMS Cafeteria 

 
Please Welcome - Gina Donovan 

Middle School PTA Director 2018 - 2019  
The GCPTA is always looking for Parent Volunteers. 

For more information, email: middleschool@gardencitypta.org 

https://gcptas18.itemorder.com/sale?read_message=true


BEST BUDDIES FRIENDSHIP WALK 
Saturday, May 12, 2018;  

9:00 a.m.- 12:00 NOON 

Marjorie Post Park 

1 Unqua Road, Massapequa, NY 

The Best Buddies Friendship Walk is the number one walk 

in the country raising awareness and funds to support     

individuals with intellectual and developmental disabili-

ties. Registration is free and there is no minimum fundrais-

ing amount to participate. We hope you’ll donate to and/

or join our Garden City Team.  

Please visit https://www.bestbuddiesfriendshipwalk.org/longisland/supporting/#p2p//16857 for more details.  

 

CALLING ALL ARTISTS!  

Have you checked out the fantastic art classes for teens 

and young adults with autism offered through the Nas-

sau County Museum of Art? For more details, visit 

http://www.nassaumuseum.org/kids.html. 

 

 

Save the Date!  

GC SEPTA Family Movie Day!  

Saturday, June 16, 2018 

9:30 a.m.  

Bow-Tie Cinemas, 3324 Hillside Ave 

 New Hyde Park, NY  
 

Support Everyone – Join SEPTA! 

www.gcsepta.org 

 

https://www.bestbuddiesfriendshipwalk.org/longisland/supporting/#p2p//16857
http://www.nassaumuseum.org/kids.html
http://www.gcsepta.org


I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

GARDEN CITY MIDDDLE SCHOOL’S LITERARY MAGAZINE,  

DEAD POETS SOCIETY, TO RECEIVE  

EXCELLENCE IN STUDENT LITERARY MAGAZINES 

 Garden City Middle School’s literary magazine, Dead Poets Society, under 

advisor Ms. Kristen Aguilo, has been selected to receive a rank of Excellent in the 

2017 NCTE Program to Recognize Excellence in Student Literary Magazines. The 

National Council of Teachers of English congratulated her and the students who pro-

duced this exemplary publication. Emily Kirkpatrick, the National Council of 

Teachers of English (NCTE) Executive Director, wrote in her congratulatory letter, 

“You have inspired a love of writing and built a community around the written word 

that your students will remember for the rest of their lives.”  Congratulations to Ms. 

Aguilo and all of the published students!



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

P l e a s e  j o i n  u s !  

8th  Grade  Ar t  Re c ep t i on  

Wedne sday ,  May  16 ,  2018  

7 :00  p .m .—8 :30  p .m .   

Garden  C i t y  Midd l e  S choo l  

A ROOM WITH A VIEW 

 An egret 

found its way into 

our beautiful court-

yard.  The ideal loca-

tion for egrets is any 

form of water, in-

cluding streams, 

lakes, ponds, mud 

flats, saltwater and 

freshwater marsh-

es, and it seems this 

egret likes our 

pond, or the fish in 

it! Spring has finally 

sprung! Thank you 

for the beautiful pic-

ture, Mrs. Colavito! 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

COLE WEBER LEADS SEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS IN A FUNDRAISER  

 Garden City Middle School seventh grader, Cole Webber has organized a fundraiser to support the Ronald McDonald 

House Charities (RMHC).  As part of the RMHC Raise Love Campaign, which encour-

ages doing what you love to help fundraise, Cole organized a Fitness Challenge for local 

teens to participate in.   “I realize that I am really lucky to be able to do what I love and 

play sports all year long.  Some kids don’t have that chance,” said Cole.  The families 

who stay at Ronald McDonald House have children with serious illnesses which require 

them to stay in or nearby the hospital for treatments.  The RMHC of Long Island is 

located in New Hyde Park.  The organization helps families stay together by offering 

housing, resources and support for families going through challenging times while their 

child is undergoing treatment. Donations and volunteers are critical to funding the ef-

fort. 

 Cole asked Andrew McCreary, owner of Dimensional Training Studios in 

Garden City, if he would help by allowing him to host the event at Dimensional Train-

ing Studio.  Andrew immediately said “Yes!” and was on board.  They decided to model 

the challenge after Dimensional’s Kqool Teens class, with a few original twists master-

minded by one of their movement specialists, Elvis Medina.  The quote Cole chose for 

his mission was, “I never said it would be easy. I said it would be worth it.”  This defi-

nitely proved to be true. 

 The Fitness Challenge roster was full at max capacity, and the kids worked through a very intense program led by Elvis 

Medina and assisted by Shawn Powell.  Elvis was a source of motivation for the kids, reminding them why they were there.  “We 

are doing this today for someone else.  We are doing this today because that someone else is sick and they have a different 

fight…. they can’t be here doing this, but today we can.  So make it great and give it your everything.”  The energy was high for 

the entire challenge.  All of the boys were “pumped up” and had a great time.  One of the attendee's parents said, “It is a powerful 

thing to watch kids work so hard for a good cause; this is what 

it is all about”. 

 Cole initially set a goal to fundraise $500.00 and have 

full participation in the challenge. Teammates and friends 

signed up, and many others have donated via Cole’s RMHC 

Raise Love web page.  With the Challenge complete, and en-

couraged by the positive spirit of it, Cole has adjusted his goal 

and is now striving to raise $2,000.00.  If you would like to 

help support the Ronald McDonald House Charities too, you 

can make a donation online on Cole’s web page by visiting  

http://support.rmhc.org/goto/cole_webber 

Grade 7 students are up for the challenge to help others! 

http://support.rmhc.org/goto/cole_webber


I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

GUACAMOLE 

 

 

INGREDIENTS 
 4 medium ripe avocados, halved and 

pitted 

 ½ cup finely chopped white onion 

(about ½ small onion) 

 ¼ cup finely chopped fresh cilantro 

 1 small jalapen o, seeds and ribs re-

moved, finely chopped 

 2 plum tomatoes, diced 

 3 tablespoons lime juice (from about 1 

½ limes), or more if needed 

 ¼ teaspoon ground coriander 

 1 teaspoon kosher salt, more to taste 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Using a spoon, scoop the flesh of the 

avocados into a low serving bowl, dis-

carding any bruised, browned areas. 

2. Using a pastry cutter, potato masher, 

or fork, mash up the avocado until it 

reaches your desired texture (I like my 

guacamole to have some texture, so I 

stop mashing once there are just small 

chunks remaining). 

3. Promptly add the onion, cilantro, jala-

pen o, tomatoes, lime juice, coriander, 

and salt. Stir to combine. 

4. Taste and add additional salt (I often 

add up to ½ teaspoon more), until the 

flavors really sing. If it needs more zip, 

add a little more lime juice (or, if it 

tastes too limey already, don’t wor-

ry—it will mellow out after a brief 

rest). 

When you're curious, you find lots of interesting things to do.  
~Walt Disney 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

News of the Math O lympiads  for E lementary & M iddle S chools  

JANUARY 2018 MEET 3 
Moderators: Mrs. Nardone and Mrs. Orrego 

_______________________ 
 

The fifth and final meet of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools (MOEMS) was held on Tues-

day, March 6, 2018.  Our school score (total of the top 10) for our 6th Grade Olympians was 50 out of a possible 50.  

13 STUDENTS HAD PERFECT SCORES OF FIVE CORRECT 

Owen Conway, Olivia Donohue, Holden Herrera, Matthew Kephart, Tara Murphy, Wilson Napi, John 

O'Neill, Alexander Palmer, Niamh Pfaff, John Rynn, Andrew Schlipf, Laila Smith, Braden Soutar 

18 STUDENTS HAD FOUR CORRECT 

Daniel Brennan, William Brennan, Diego Cadavid, Jack Caldara, Julia Cherchever, Justin Gisolfi, Celia 

Hearon, David Hernandez-Arroyo, Ryan Lawson, Erin Lloyd, Miranda Ludricks, Tyler McAlea, Armeen 

Panthaki, Daniel Psaki, Jonathan Sanasie, Rose Schreier, Sophia Sethi, Elaine Wang 

The numbers below are based on a total of 68 students participating in this meet. 

 

 

      Problem 5C seemed to confuse quite a few Olympians! 

Our next meeting will be for the 

awards ceremony.   

Problem Number Number Getting it Right Percent Getting it Right 

5A 61 90% 

5B 39 57% 

5C 22 32% 

5D 65 96% 

5E 38 56% 



GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL 
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 

h t t p : / / w w w . g a r d e n c i t y . k 1 2 . n y . u s / g c m s l i b r a r y   

The GCMS Library opens at 7:30 a.m. 

 

The Alarming Career of Sir Richard Blackstone 

By Lisa Doan 

 

Henry Hewitt has been living by his wits on the streets of London, dodging 

his parents, who are determined to sell him as an apprentice. Searching for 

a way out of the city, Henry lands a position in Hampshire as an assistant to 

Sir Richard Blackstone, an aristocratic scientist who performs unorthodox 

experiments in his country manor. The manor house is comfortable, and 

the cook is delighted to feed Henry as much as he can eat. Sir Richard is 

also kind, and Henry knows he has finally found a place where he belongs. 

 

But everything changes when one of Sir Richard’s experiments accidentally 

transforms a normal-sized tarantula into a colossal beast that escapes and 

roams the neighborhood. After a man goes missing and Sir Richard is ac-

cused of witchcraft, it is left to young Henry to find an antidote for the 

oversized arachnid. Things are not as they seem, and in saving Sir Richard 

from the gallows, Henry also unravels a mystery about his own identity. 

  

 

The Bone Snatcher  

by Charlotte Salter 

 

Sophie Seacove is a storyteller. She tells stories of what the world would be 

like if madness hadn’t taken over. If her parents hadn’t sold her off as a 

servant to pay for their passage out of London. If she wasn’t now trapped in 

a decaying mansion filled with creepy people and surrounded by ravenous 

sea monsters. 

 

The mansion has plenty of stories, too: About fantastical machines, and the 

tragic inventor who created them. About his highly suspicious death.  And 

about the Monster Box, a mysterious object hidden in the house that just 

might hold the key to escaping this horrible place—and to reuniting Sophie 

with her family. 

But not everyone wants Sophie to have the Monster Box, and as she gets 

closer to finding it, she finds herself unspooling years-old secrets—and 

dodging dangerous attacks. Sophie needs to use her brains, her brawn, and 

her unbreakable nature if she wants to make it off this wretched island…

and live to tell this story. 


